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(a) Combined hydrocarbon lease means 
a lease issued in a Special Tar Sand 
Area for the removal of gas and non-
gaseous hydrocarbon substances other 
than coal, oil shale or gilsonite. 

(b) A complete plan of operations 
means a plan of operations that is in 
substantial compliance with the infor-
mation requirements of 43 CFR 3592 for 
both exploration plans and mining 
plans, as well as any additional infor-
mation required in this part and under 
43 CFR 3593, as may be appropriate. 

(c) Special Tar Sand Area means an 
area designated by the Department of 
the Interior’s orders of November 20, 
1980 (45 FR 76800), and January 21, 1981 
(46 FR 6077) referred to in those orders 
as Designated Tar Sand Areas, as con-
taining substantial deposits of tar 
sand. 

(d) Owner of an oil and gas lease 
means all of the record title holders of 
an oil gas lease. 

(e) Owner of a valid claim based on a 
mineral location means all parties ap-
pearing on the title records recognized 
as official under State law as having 
the right to sell or transfer any part of 
the mining claim, which was located 
within a Special Tar Sand Area prior 
to January 21, 1926, for any hydro-
carbon resource, except coal, oil shale 
or gilsonite, leasable under the Com-
bined Hydrocarbon Leasing Act. 

(f) Unitization means unitization as 
that term is defined in 43 CFR part 
3180. 

[47 FR 22478, May 24, 1982, as amended at 55 
FR 12351, Apr. 3, 1990; 70 FR 58614, Oct. 7, 
2005] 

§ 3140.1 General provisions. 

§ 3140.1–1 Existing rights. 
(a) The owner of an oil and gas lease 

issued prior to November 16, 1981, or 
the owner of a valid claim based on a 
mineral location situated within a Spe-
cial Tar Sand Area may convert that 
portion of the lease or claim so situ-
ated to a combined hydrocarbon lease, 
provided that such conversion is con-
sistent with the provisions of this sub-
part. 

(b) Owners of oil and gas leases in 
Special Tar Sand Areas who elect not 
to convert their leases to a combined 
hydrocarbon lease do not acquire the 

rights to any hydrocarbon resource ex-
cept oil and gas as those terms were de-
fined prior to the enactment of the 
Combined Hydrocarbon Leasing Act of 
1981. The failure to file an application 
to convert a valid claim based on a 
mineral location within the time here-
in provided shall have no effect on the 
validity of the mining claim nor the 
right to maintain that claim. 

§ 3140.1–2 Notice of intent to convert. 

(a) Owners of oil and gas leases in 
Special Tar Sand Areas which are 
scheduled to expire prior to the effec-
tive date of these regulations or within 
6 months thereafter, may preserve the 
right to convert their leases to com-
bined hydrocarbon leases by filing a 
Notice of Intent to Convert with the 
State Director, Utah State Office, Bu-
reau of Land Management, 136 E. South 
Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah 84111. 

(b) A letter, submitted by the lessee, 
notifying the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment of the lessee’s intention to sub-
mit a plan of operations shall con-
stitute a notice of intent to convert a 
lease. The Notice of Intent shall con-
tain the lease number. 

(c) The Notice of Intent shall be filed 
prior to the expiration date of the 
lease. The notice shall preserve the les-
see’s conversion rights only for a pe-
riod ending 6 months after the effective 
date of this subpart. 

§ 3140.1–3 Exploration plans. 

(a) The authorized officer may grant 
permission to holders of existing oil 
and gas leases to gather information to 
develop, perfect, complete or amend a 
plan of operations required for conver-
sion upon the approval of the author-
ized officer of an exploration plan de-
veloped in accordance with 43 CFR 
3592.1. 

(b) The approval of an exploration 
plan in units of the National Park Sys-
tem requires the consent of the Re-
gional Director of the National Park 
Service in accordance with § 3140.7 of 
this title. 

(c) The filing of an exploration plan 
alone shall be insufficient to meet the 
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